
Fables
KOPERGIETERY & I SOLISTI

The cricket who prefers to call himself "Flierefluiter". The "Verlangslang" who, longing and

dreaming, never begins her journey. The "Meningsverschildpad" who falls in love with a

Bird who lovingly contradicts him. And, of course, the "Wijsbeer", who, philosophising,

ends up stranded on the far too hot beach.

According to the dictionary, a fable is a short story that proclaims a commonly known truth

by means of a striking example. But do those truths still exist in a world where we

increasingly disagree with each other?

The dazzling musical performance 'Fables' puts this to the test. Players, musicians and

audience embark on an exciting journey together: jumping through the forest, stirring up

the desert, floating down the river, landing on the volcano, flying over an ice floe and

stranding on the coast. Centuries-old stories are shuffled, pruned and pieced back together,

resulting in a procession of wondrous encounters between equally wondrous creatures. Is

that where the truth lies?

Composers Osama Abdulrasol and Erik Desimpelaere, together with Naomi van der Horst,

Sophia Bauer, Ibe Rossel and Sarah Yu Zeebroek, create wonder about the power and

importance of great stories. Within this ode to the classic animal fable, the past, present and

future merge. An often humorous journey through time and space in which each story

deserves its melancholic musicality or theatrical ferocity.

LANGUAGE
Contains (quite a lot to a lot of) text. It is essential to understand the language.

AGE
8+

For everyone aged this and above.

PRACTICAL

duration: 65 min.



QUOTES
'Fables' is one of those children's shows that I hope children will cherish for a long time to

come. It brings Jean de La Fontaine's fable animals into the modern world. That may not be

spectacular or innovative, but in this colourful “Fables”, simplicity shines through thanks to

the seductive power of pure storytelling. ... As far as I'm concerned, this “Fables”, with its

resonant text by Ibe Rossel and Sarah Yu Zeebroek's fluorescent pink and yellow sets, should

also be published as a picture book. And sell an audio CD with it.

PZAZZ, L. Ogiers
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Ibe Rossel is a writer. In 2021, she published her debut ‘Shakespeare kent me beter dan

mijn lief’, a collection of essays in which she explores what (young) people today can still

learn from literary classics. She is currently working on a new book to be published by Das

Mag in 2025. Ibe is a regular panellist at Uitgelezen, the monthly live book programme of

Behoud de Begeerte and Viernulvier. She previously wrote a column for De Standaard

magazine. As a freelancer she works/ed with Kluger Hans, KANTL, deAuteurs, TAZ and

Malpertuis, among others.

Sarah Yu Zeebroek is an artist, illustrator and musician. She obtained a master's degree in

visual arts/illustration at LUCA School of Arts in Ghent. She illustrates for newspapers and

magazines as De Morgen, Vrij Nederland, Humo, NRC Handelsblad and Knack Focus. She

makes/made artwork for various music bands theatre companies, museums or cultural

centres. Sarah is also a musician in her own band Hong Kong Dong, which she founded

with her brother Boris Zeebroek and her husband Geoffrey Burton, and also performs as a

guest musician in music projects such as Bolis Pupul and L.Jacobs.

Naomi van der Horst studied Drama at KASK School of Arts Ghent. The performance

“Who's afraid of Virginia Woolf?”, created with Flor Van Severen, Mitch Van Landeghem,

Imke Mol and Gilles Pollak, received the Youth Prize at TAZ 2019 and was selected for Het

Theaterfestival. Together with the above, Naomi forms the theatre collective WOLF WOLF

with whom they made another “Voorjaarsontwaken” (also selection Het Theaterfestival)

and “Dromers”. As an actress, Naomi played in “Pied de poule” (Studio Orka) and “De kleine

prins” (Theater malpertuis).

Sophia Bauer is a performer and theatre maker and graduated from KASK Drama in 2022.

She starred as Bongi Perez in the show ‘Up Your Ass’ (Lieselot Siddiki and Nona Demey



Gallagher). She previously starred in Tibaldus' ‘Operette’ (2021) and Geert Belpaeme's ‘De

Dieren’ (2020). Together with Marieke Schraepen, she forms the artistic duo

“Marieke&Sophia”, with whom they created ‘Motherbaby’ in 2023, a sung performance

about the sky-high expectations on mothers.

Osama Abdulrasol is an Iraqi composer, producer, qanun player and visual artist. Only

when he fled Iraq did he learn to play musical instruments, discovering his musical talent.

He studied western music in the UK and eastern music (qanun) in Iraq. In 2013, he won the

City of Ghent's Culture Prize. He writes music for film and theatre, he arranges/produces

music - Arabic, Jazz, experimental, Indian,... - for musicians from very diverse backgrounds.

As a musician, he toured/performed around the world with orchestras and theatre names

such as the Antwerp Philharmonic, the Flemish Radio Orchestra, Goran Bregovic, Sidi Larbi

Cherkaoui, Dick Van der Harst, Waed Bou Hassoun, Ghade Shbeir or Les ballets C de la B,

among others.

Erik Desimpelaere is a Belgian composer, conductor and pianist. He studied at the Royal

Conservatory of Brussels (piano), the Royal Conservatory of Antwerp (composition) and

Conservatory of Amsterdam (orchestral conducting). Since 2020, he has been director of the

music conservatory of Kortrijk. Erik composes and arranges music for various line-ups:

from symphonic orchestra, music theatre, wind band to chamber music and solo repertoire

and is often asked as guest conductor with orchestras and ensembles. With his brother

double bass player David Desimpelaere, he forms a music duo that performs a mix of

original (new) compositions and transcriptions.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR PROFESSIONALS

MAX. AUDIENCE: general public: 500 – schools: 300

SCHOOL AGE GROUP: 8 to 12 years

PREMIERE: 22 December 2025 in Ghent

DOWNLOADS

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL: find all high-resolution stage photos and - if available -

social media images and any teasers or trailers HERE . 

TEXT & CREDITS: please copy all text and credits from this site page or get a PDF via

the download button.

https://kopergietery.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/kgcommunicatie/IgBvMXZ37g8TRqIONfjpBRPgAQtYDjd4B9Mfo9q9BqyeuPk?e=7yyUGM


TECHNICAL RIDER isn’t available in English yet


